
Axe - Addressing the Key Business Issues in IT  

A recent survey of Board members by Computing revealed some fascinating 
issues revealing how IT is hindering business progress. 
 
At Odin Technology we concur with the identification and priorities of this issues 
and as a New Generation approach to test automation (itself a key facet in 
changing IT delivery) we have paraphrased how Axe can help tackles these 
business issues, placing automation as a key weapon in helping business meet 
their objectives. 
 
The survey found the following issues were cited by executives: 

Enhancing operational efficiency   76% 
Innovation        51%  
Developing new products    41% 
Entry to new markets     40% 
Improving Price competitiveness   39% 
Responding to globalisation    23% 

Enhancing operational efficiency              
 
Clearly one of the major requirements of any organisation who is to survive in its chosen sector must be operational 
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Speed and cost of delivery 

Flexibility and the ability to change quickly 

The deskilling of tasks, so that they can be delivered quicker and more effectively and at a lower cost 
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a cost, reliability and on-going basis 

 
Axe tackles the first of these by dramatically reducing the initial cost of delivery of automation by up to 75% whilst de-skilling 
the process to allow testers to focus on the delivery of new functionality to meet business change.  
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quickly and the overall delivery process shortened. Testing can in part therefore be carried out in sync with development and 
rapidly repeated to deliver business requirements quicker and in a more robust state. 
 
Axe was developed to stop Testers having to learn development skills to automate tests. Axe uses the tool used by 97% of 
testers �± Microsoft® Excel as the cornerstone of its approach. Encompassing all of the functional excellence of Excel in 
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across locations. As outsourcing increases, so does the possibility of insourcing! Because Axe stores its test assets in Excel, 
these are easily transported, assimilated and put to use by testers across the globe. Added to this, the fact that Axe also 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�V���V�F�U�L�S�W�V���L�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�H�V�W���W�R�R�O���Y�H�Q�G�R�U�V�¶���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R�R�O�V���H�Q�D�E�O�H�V���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���W�R�R�O�V���W�R���E�H 
made should this be required. Above all of this, Axe produces auditable documentation and results which allow the business 
to understand what has been tested with what success. Thus even if you are testing in Mumbai and generating business 
change in the UK, control is not lost and auditability is preserved. 

This short article explains the ways in which Axe could contribute to solving a part of some of these problems. 
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